


VESL
Vocational English as a Second Language

WHAT IS VOCATIONAL
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
VocationalEnglishasa SecondLanguage (VESL) program 
is to help immigrants learn English skills which can be 
used in their employment or in a particular vacation or 
provide languageeducationwith instruction in job-
specific skills.

GOAL OF VOCATIONAL
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Thegoal of vocationalEnglishasaSecondLanguage 
(VESL) programs is to assist refugees and immigrants to 
find employment in the United States by increasing their 
use of second language and their technical skills. The goal 
is for students to acquire fluency in English so that they 
can obtain better jobs opportunities in the United States 
without communication difficulties. VESL programs allow 
immigrants to become better communicators within their 
worksetting and identify transferable job skills.

COLUMBIA COLLEGE VOCATIONAL 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM
Columbia College VocationalEnglish asa SecondLanguage 
Programisdesignedto provide job relatedcommunication  
skill and comprehensiveEnglish languageskill for job  
readiness and job advancement for students who have 
previous job experience and/or skills. There are basic 
business Englishskillcoursessuch as ‘Jobsuccess’series 
and practical language classessuch aslistening, speaking, 
reading, writing and sentence structure. The courses focus 
on basic interpersonal communication (BICS)skillssuch as  
expressing needs and like, describing people, places, and 
things, retelling past events, asking informational questions, 
making predictions, and expressing and supporting 
opinions.

WELCOME TO“ COLUMBIA COLLE
 
GE ”

VESL COURSE INTRODUCTION
BEGINNER
The BEGINNER class is to assist students at the elementary level 
in entering English easier and smoother. Basic reading and 
grammar along with a variety of expressions related to vocational 
environments are provided for a better communication.

IN7ER0EDIA7E
The INTERMEDIATE class is to develop job related English 
conversational fluency. Through the students centered activities, 
a variety of opportunities are given to practice and reinforce basic 
sentence structures and patterns in speech and writing.

ADVANCED
The ADVANCED class is designed for the students to build up 
higher level of interpersonal communication skills related social 
and business situations. Students learn how to exchange ideas in 
small and large group communications through conversational 
management techniques.


